: . Vv Gy fe 
_DBSD Form NO. 64 ; ld Bolo . fo 4h 
Office Memorandum. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


pam: Aug, 15,1946 


TO 


FROM. 


SUBJECT : 





9 May 1946 


CA has borrowed from WAR this very 
interesting FINAL REPORT OF YENAN OB- xy Col. Ivan D 
SERVER GROUP dated Aprt1 15, 1946. It ge ue nee 
is written by Col. Yeaton against the back-.. . 
ground of his three years in Russia, 3 and 
one-half years as G-2 Russian specialist in 
the War Dept. 


inineton, D. C.° 


I think that if you have time you will . 
want to read it in full; it has some data 
on the CCP which I never saw before. 


n_and cons:dera- 
tvan D. YEATON, 
It is based 
. nis tour of duty 
Particularly interesting to me was what) erver Group eur is 


he says about the Russians in Yenan: "Prior as, 
to three months ago the Soviet Union main- 
tained a three man mission in “enan which 
was known as the "TASS Agency".,.members 
attended political meetings of the Politburo 
of the Chinese Communist Party at times when 
even members of the Central Committee were 
not admitted...at.banquets..the chief of the 
mission always sat next to Chairman Mao. .at 
present one member of the former. mission 
with a new helper is constantly attendant 

on Chairman Mao." 


Ysnan, Col, Yeaton 
jay of renorts in 
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ed by Colonel 
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Report on Tour of Duty at Yenan by Col. Ivan D,. 
Yeaton, GSC. Te RSS GR eee 


Office of Naval Intelligence, Washington, De Ce 


1. Forwarded for your information and considera~ ° - 
tion is the attached report. of Colonel Ivan D.. YEATON, - 
G-2, United States Army Forees,.Chinag It is based. --”- 
upon his personal observations: during: his.-tour-of duty :.: 
as Commanding officer of the Yendn Observer Group during. 
the period 31 July 1945 to Ll Apri 1946, es eee. . 


2. Prior to his tour of duty at Yenan, Col. Yeaton 
was carefully briefed by a therough study of ‘reports in 
the. files of War? Department Ge-2 and. ChinaTheater G-2.- 
wiich pertain to the Chinese Communist Harty... ...Hiis:capa- 
city for analysis of the situation at Yernan is enhanced ..:, 
by d-oné.year tour of duty in Siberia during the Revolu- 
tion of 1918, a two year tour in Moscow from 1939 to 1941, 
three and one half years in War Department G=2 as Russian 
Specialist plus & continuous study .of World Communi sm: 


during the past ten years. . j 
5, The conclusions herein presented by Colonel 
Yeaton are the result of a careful study and estimation 


















































































































of the situation as presented in ‘the Chinese~Communist’ 
capital. Si BE A gs ye : 
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TOP SECRET 


- RINAL REPORT OF YENAN  OPSERVER GROUP 


3 . ~ 2 is df ects ra 


- tas Apri 1946" 
THE CHINESE. COMMUNES PARTY - 
I. General. 
| soos Communs sm is international: 


Be Nionwens of the Communist Party are imbued with 
the same. tenets and ideals wherever .they..exist.. -The 
Communists of China: are motivated. by the. ‘same, principles 
of Marx, Engles, Lenin and, Stalin ag.are. the Communists 
of the Soviet, Union. They are one and.the same... 
Hditorially,. adherence in ids... strictest definition is. 
accorded. to. the Moscow party. line. |, Gs “Ls. agsential ‘that. . 
this be ‘accepted. as a firm. premise: in order that one. may 
have a sound basis for’an intelligent “and analytical ° view 
of the aspects.and.aims of, the different .nvational SEOND ES 
as this international. CaRBE BALLON. 


7 e,. The Lent. of historical . ‘significance . Seanity 
illuminates the- path along which the Chinese Communist” 
Party (C.C.P.) are presently traveling and likewise it 
clearly.indicates the. route | along which they will endeavor 
to travel in’ the future. 


4s tn. “oeder for anyone: “bo! ‘intelligently. evaluate:. 
Chinese Communist Par ty. intélligénce. and to capably . report 
on, political. and,military affairs.in ‘dommund st held North 
Ghina,: an, is absolutely, essential. that, che bes. , 





io thoroughly ‘Yérdea in the history of the. 
he ee alSeviet Revolution, from its.start in 1917. 
‘to the. present. time... 


aoe Complerely. familiar: “with! he. revolution. 
of..the ted. Army and its ‘attendant commissar 
system from its znceptt on to date. 


‘Gs Equally well “acquainted: with the. organi= 
gzational details of: the. ‘present. Deka Ds 2 
‘from the time of its,,transition. from the. 

014 Tsarist. Cheka. tq ifs, present. day. ine... 
-ternal and. external ; »police: and. espionage... 
osysten,, world. “wide. in. PCRS Eat : 


Be “The Chinese Communist party (6. OVP. ) is reson 
passing through the New Economic Policy (N.E.P. ) period of 
























































Lenin's Soviet’ Union in. the early"20's. Objectives 
of its first “five year” plan’ have just been. defined ~ 


‘and efforts at’ accomplishment. thereof are. being initiated. 


The Chinése Communist Army is ina corresponding period 
and is just now emerging from its guerilla aspects. It 
hopefully anticipates that its chosen tadres will: bev. 
schooled: in methods: of modern warfare py the: UB. MeaGey oy 
Its officers are called leaders (squad, platoon,” company, - 
ete.),° without benefit: of iweilenia of rank:or military, 
title. The "Praetoriah- Guards" or 6vO. Area Army (Somiet 


N.K.V.D.) is sti21 in the internal, police, «gendarmery °° 


and- personal bodyguard: stage. ~~ 


‘6, From the personal standpoint, the hierarchy and ~- 
associate party workers ‘may be considered as being in ‘the: 


Wgack ‘cloth arid ashes" stage, imposing upon ‘themselves « 


almost Sparten self “discipline. “ They may:be".construed as 


living under cdiditions: of nidst unnecessary hardshi'p and . 


amidst the most rugged phySical surroundings: with a“notable 


sélf denial, except for food, of obtainable: comforts: 


ve Heretofore, the party has nad little ‘or no govern= ° 


mental liaison‘ or’ external’ ‘diplomatic experience..." It hs 


woefully devoid‘of personnel possessing:sthe Wvaiison .and 
language qualifications éssential to A 


rnational contact. 





‘TI. The Border Region Government. - 


He aks 1, <The Border Reston Government of the: Shan. San Ning 
Military District is, ostensibly, avdemotratic provincial 


governments: For purposes of propaganda, its officials are 
purportedly elected by open pallot. The Communists claim 


that their participation in governmental control does not 
exceed.one.. third of. tts /toteal extemte SS: 


‘2, ‘Inrédlity. the Border: Regidn “Governmental structure 
is composed ofa few individuals who ‘are chosen by. the» 


Chinése Conmurist Party. “The ‘dictates of the Party's — 


Politburo dominate thé Border Region in. a manner akin to ‘the 


imposition -of martial law. <8 0 a 


* 3,° Eleotkons ‘in ewe lower: brackets. in the Border‘ ~:~ 


Region Govéerntient are ‘héld after “a stiort period of - personal 


campaigring. “All épposivig political "party. organizations have 
peen ruthlessly eliminated.” However’, ‘at the present time, 
individuals devoid of party backing are permitted to campaion 
on their own behalf.  Corftrol “of the elections “in ‘their™ 


entirety ‘is bythe Communist “Party: -Theislates-are agreed ; 
“upen pePoréhand aha the outcome isa foregone concluston..: 



































‘the militia within the. towns.areran: integral part. 


- TIT. -Ghinese. Communist Part 

















For the literate, the method of balloting is.to burn a 

hole “with & lighted punk. in the ballot'above.the Mame of 
‘the chosen cdrididatée.. For \thé illiterate, a-pea.is dropped 
in-d: vessel standing before ‘a picture of the candidate... 


"ge: Tavbhe Border Region: Goverment there: are four. 


important positions, vizs -Pregident, the present incumbent 


peing Lin Bai: Chi, “a member ‘of ‘thé .€éntral: Committee. of the 
Chinese Communist-Party; Vice“President, “hee Ding Ming; sae 
who represents: the philosophical’ elements -of the Border v0 
Région Government, with Little political power .and no party 
packing; Chief .of Hducation, Leo Chih, who is also without 

political backing but is an advocate of democratic views on 
education; and thé. secretary “General; Loah My wwho’ is:in the 
key position of':sigrting all documents. and edicts... Thus is 


noted a government ostensibly 1/5 comtntst in structure and 
_ 2/3 representative of other elements.” However, Lt must “be 


further noted that: the tw6 key jobs are firmly in the hands 
of the Chinese Communist Yarty and that the other two ele- 
nients have-no important voice and are withoub organized | 
political party backing. PENS, Soe Ee, Be igs o 


5. dJuisprudénée in ‘the Border.Regton:is also: com- 
pletely controlled-vby. the Chinese: Communist Party. All - 
judges are appointees of the party. Police and prison 
Gontrol is-exertised by the .o¢cupying Area Army of which 


6. In actuality; thé entire region. tsa military..dis- 
trict operating under martial law. This: despite the fact 
that is purportedly under the jurisdiction of a Border’ 
Region Government. 3 Fb as SE ae Uggs 





y WMiditary Distriets. © 


1, Occupied: China has “been divided into nine mili- 
tary districts by: the Chinese Commuriist Party. «Manchuria 
is desipnated' asa tenth district, however, \the* physical. - 
boundaries of thisidistrict are, as yét, undetermined. + The 
nine military di strrots of China are listed‘as follows: - 
Shan-Kan Ning, Chin’ch'a Chi, CuieJe Liao, Shantung, Chin 


Chi bo Yu; Hua Chung, Chung’Yuen, ands4ud Nan; All. available 


evidence indicates that. they’ are. governed bya "soviet"*in 
exactly ‘the same’manher in which the military districts in 
the: Soviet" Union were governed:during-the '50%s.° 

-° 9; .The "“seviets" are. governing, boards«consisting of 
four or:-five members, vize: (a) The local Communist Party 
head; (b) The commanding general of the district; (c) The 





















































commander of. the Area Forces of the district (NEKVD); 
(d) The ranking political (military) commissar of the 

district; (e) A. secretany general:(in: some cases). The 
‘system is: entirely Soviet. in principle and concurs wath. 
the best traditions of the Gommunist Party organtzation, 


Lott. 


3. Appareritievidence is tmdicative of only slight 
cheange.in the relationship between. the: rulers and the ruled 
‘in..Communis +t occupied North -Chiina ‘as ‘compared :to -the former 


domination by the War Lords. However. the following. ex- 
ceptions are notable: aoe Pata EE el 


a. Under the present:..system-all menbers of 
‘the. governing. "soviets! are carefully. . 
\. selected by the. Chinese Communist Party 
*. and their Loyalty .to the party is evidenced: 

. beyond questions Wis ry ee er ts 
26. Dy All political ‘opposition: in. the routlying. 
districts. has beér ruthlessly eliminated. 


cus Banditry and indigent itknerancy has been: — 


Similarly: suppressede.: 


. 
“oh 


Qs. Despite the fact'that a large army Has: beer 


imposed upon sthe ‘people » leveryeff ort: ‘has. 
been made t.omeintain: low ‘taxes and. te make 


‘that army asiself supporting as-is: possible. 


rs ae > Bat 


é. Private trade, -cooperativesard:mutual 


“in -a. most democratic manrier.,,. .-: 


eicnek assistance. iscatithe present time’ éricouraged 


4, +nternal security within the military districts 
is cthe responsibility of. the Ares: wirmy: whose. entire per-.. 


- gonrnel, if not ‘panty iMMenpers,: ane’ considered politically: 





reliable. The ‘so-called Communist: "Red" Army, while not: 


completely: tied-to the soil, is. ercouragéd to-wtilize all 


avellable means for. ‘provistoning themse‘ives ‘and to more =~: 


or less, put. their roots into the ground on which they are 
stationed. They are not considered politically reliable 
and are coristaritly. under. -the:-domirance jof.a, "reliable" 
special guard company Which is “attached to each regiment. 
They are also subjected to the never ending propaganda 
indoctrination which is dispensed by the political 
agitators or commis sars. . All educaition and entertainment 
“is also sponsoréd by the same source, viz; the G.c.P. 
Propaganda and Agitation.corps. :. 3 5: Pte Sige ee ee en 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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W. Leth Group Army Headquarters. ~ 


“1. ‘The 18th Group Arty teaGaaaetene iseused at rues 
is an army headquarters in name only. . In actuality it is 
the headquarters: ‘of the Supreme Military Counci 1] “of: the 
Communist Party -and at the’ samé tinié functions aga "govern- | 
mental foreign office". From the military’ standpoint” ao 
would be impossible for this headquarters to funetion as 
a command headquarters over any, unit larger than a Pe 
platoon: due to the fact: that: until afew weeks ago ‘its sue 

only military equi pnient was, one “tel gphons. 


Ciscoe General Chu “Teh, Commander of ‘the: sth “gibi 
army, has functioned only. ‘in. an,’ advisory” capacity uring ~ 
' thé entite war, ‘and, next ‘to Mao Ts6- ‘une Le probably. | 

the highest: ranking military member. Of this: council. Peng 
Tehuai, Viee Comnender of. the T8th Group Arta Py Te. adtually , 
the commander of. forces in ‘thé’ Yenan’ area. tris believed. 
that these forces are for the most part Area Army Forces 
and that Yeng Tehuai will probably replace #Teng Faas, 
Commander in chief’ of all Conmunt st Party’ Area’ Foreés, 9". 
st General’ ‘Yeh' ‘Chien Ving, Chief. of Staff of the 18th Graup 
Army, is’ the only: trained’ military, man’ in’ this*group. Aside. bs 
from his ‘duties. as a member of. the: Supreme Military Council, ae 
he’ actually acted-as liaison officer: tothe Yenan Observer. 
Group and as official’ receptionist to all eroups visiting © 
Yenan. ‘ang Shang ‘un, Secretary General of the 18th Group 
Army and also.a member of the Supreme Military Council,, 
is in reality the chief political commissar of the alleged ° 
18th Group, Army. and probably of. ali Ching se. Communist Forces. 
Other lesser’ personalitie’s working in and aronnd Leth Grppp” 
Headquarters | are, seldom: seen, and. have: Apttie® to say's 


Os Gieens advent of General Marshall ees China 
caused the 18th Group Army, Headqlarters ‘to: attempt to hide™ 
its’ lack of wilitary facilities: and: files by” cveating® a war 
room, Information required’ to “‘Bive' this war room even’. the. 
senublance of appen@ance that” a “well” informed headquarters ce 
would need necessitated’ weeks’ ‘of radio trafTic : in questions 
and answers. S 





% Killed’ in air crash. on 8 “Apt Toae. 
ae Now member, Peiping Commis sion. ; 


Vie iisison Between Chinese Communist Party" and Mostow. 
1. All aid, both advisory and material, rendered. by : 

“the Soviet. Union’ to the Chinese’ Communist* Party is clandestine 

in nature. This’ status is “of necessity, detasioned: by. the a 


























TTASS agency".  Ubjective.of. the, mission was. obviously the 
_rendition of both political and military advicé. 


“maintained was feted in the fact that invariably the arrival 


« suchi information to the Chinese: Communist Party members. through 
 Poku, ‘their liaison contact, “11° 709 















































oe 


ostensible relationship of Moscow to both the united 
States and China as indicated by secret and open agrec~ 
ments with. these countries. eiSege et. 


26 ‘rior to .three months ago, the Soviet Union. 


maintained a three man. mission.in Yenen. which’ was known. as the 


I Ree Te Ree eae oe a ae ee ee 

eae 5. ..Gommmication between the mission and, the Soviet wr 
Union was, through coded messages. Thése messages WEES. it fie let a 
transmitted. through the Yenan radio station and then relayed 
into the Soviet net at.some.point probably. in- Manchuria, 


Uroof “of ‘the fact that comminication. with the Soviets was 


of a Soviet plane at the Yenan alrport ‘would be anticipated 
twenty-four hours ahead of time. The. Soviet. mission conveyed 


? 


Bes 


4. Members of this Soviet mission attended political 
meetings of the Politburo ofthe Chinese Communist farty at 
times when ¢ven members of the Central Committee were not 
admitted. They were present at-all official banquets and it 
Was significant.that the chief of the mission always sat next 
to Chairman Mao. They ensistently abstained from contact 
with other nationals. : 


Os Within the past nine months, three Soviet missions 
have.been flown into Yenan for the purpose of discussing the 
future plans of the Red Army in Manchurta and undoubtedly to 
coordinate the movements of.the Red Army with those of the 
Chinese Communist Army and the Menchuria underground. 


6. At the present time one member of the former mission 
with a new helper is constantly attendant on Chairman Mao’. | 
The chief of the present two~man mission is, ostensibly, 
Chairman Maots personal physician although Mao, contrary to 
general belief, appears to be entirely rested and in perfect 
health. . 


7 » Proof relative to the rendition of military aid and 
coordination of military effort is obvious. +n substantiation « 
of this premise, it is to be noted that the defense of 
Ssepingkail and its attendant efféctive halting of the northern 
advance of the Central Government Armies into Manchuria was 
apparently the result. of the following: ; 


a. ‘Large stores: of captured ‘Japanese war material, 
including ammunition and weapons were furnished 
by the Soviets: to the Chinese Communist Armies. 


ee ne ee 











































Dd. Uo senataaeine of ae ie neneeet, of ae 

soviet ,occupational forces on a schedule 
favorable to the Chinese Communist forces 
Gnus enabling the latter to’ make - “timely and 
: rate...bac bedal consolidations, 








‘Direct. positive proof based upon. personal observa- 

@ th ; much cLreumstantial evitdente ‘definitely es- 
the Soviet bnion is guiding the destinss 
Gest. satellites, ‘the Chinese Communist: 

‘the past:and. will “ih the future. 


IVAN D. weaTon ee 
yitolonel; G8c° fi 
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